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Sophian Orders

The Sophian Orders are designed to be in-depth teachings and study areas for Sophian Initiates so that
they can delve deeper into the mysteries of Logos and Sophia. Each order is designed to help those
with particular gifts and interests explore their calling and their path with others and individually.
These Orders are as old as the tradition itself, but are living so that they grow and change with each
generation. If you find yourself interested in an Order, please contact Brother Mark+ and he will get
you involved with the other members of the Order.



The Order of St. Haniel: The Way of the Sacred Artist

The Order of St. Haniel in the tradition is dedicated to the Way of
Sacred Art as a path to divine illumination, and it has deep connections
with the Order of St. Gabriel, for when inspired by the Holy Light and
Spirit, art and the creative process is visionary and prophetic, therefore
the sacred artist has much in common with the navi or seer who seeks
luminous dreams and visions for the people.

Essentially, Ruach Elohim, the Spirit of God, is a Creative Spirit, and as
such, one of the principle ways the Holy Spirit manifests in our
experience is as the inspirations and illuminations that arise in the
creative process, or in the play of creativity. Therefore, if we know and
understand how to enter into the creative process as a person of faith,
with kavvanah, focused attention, and devekut, passionate cleaving to
the Divine, in the generation of our art we will experience various
gradations of Ruach Ha-Kodesh, the Spirit of Holiness, and sharing our art with others, through Divine Grace,
we might transmit something of the spiritual power or light-power that we have invoked in our creative
process.

When delivered from egotism, self-cherishing, desire and fear, and taken up in a playful and luminous spirit,
for the sheer delight in the creative process and as worship of Ha-Shem, art becomes a perfect play of giving
and receiving, and something of the power of the Messiah, the Word of El and Holy Spirit, can be made
manifest in it.

When we speak of sacred art it must be understood that it is not the form itself of which we are speaking as
“sacred,” but rather it is the intention or spirit from which it is generated and created, and the energy-
intelligence that moves with, in and through the artist and their creative process — sacred art can and does
assume forms that have a distinct outward appearance that is spiritual and mystical, but it may also assume
forms that do not outwardly appear spiritual or mystical at all, and yet that shine with the Holy Light and
Spirit of the Divine, and that blesses and uplifts those with whom it is shared.

In terms of sacred art we are speaking of all forms of art and creative expression — any form of art that can
be named, in any medium that can be named.

Basically speaking, this Holy Order teaches us how to integrate our creative process with our spiritual life and
practice, and how to transform it into a vehicle of self-realization in Christ and the Continuum of Light
Transmission, the revelation of the kingdom of heaven on earth.

Here it must be said that while all of us may not be called to be sacred artists, but may have other talents and
gifts in the Holy Spirit, we all have a capacity for creativity, and we all can and do use creativity as part of our
spiritual life and practice — as is well known, the Sophian way of spirituality is a creative affair. Thus all
initiates can benefit from teachings and practices of the Sacred Artist and Sacred Art, whether or not they feel
called as an “artist” in this life.

Essentially, whether or not we are an artist, we are all co-creators with the Holy One, and cultivating whatever
form of creativity we are inclined to, through our creative process we may gain insight into the Holy One, the

Creator, and we may worship the Creator in spirit and truth through our creative expressions.

This is the basic view and foundation of the Order of St. Haniel — a worship of the Divine through creativity.



